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Assessed for eligibility (n=97)

Excluded (n=0)

Lost to follow up (n=0)
Discontinued intervention (n=1)
Fear of acupuncture (n=1)

Analysed (n=47)
Excluded from analysis (n=0)

Allocated to intervention group (n=48)
Received allocated intervention (n=48)
Did not receive allocated intervention (n=0)

Lost to follow up (n=0)
Discontinued intervention (n=8)
Lack of improvement (n=6)
Personal reasons (n=2)

Analysed (n=41)
Excluded from analysis (n=0)
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Allocated to control group (n=49)
Received allocated intervention (n=49)
Did not receive allocated intervention (n=0)

Table 2 Bivariant analysis by intention to treat. Data are mean (3D) scores

B \.'e!ue :9 fudent's 1 test for

Intervention group Contral group Mean difierence endent samples)
Final pain visual analu;ue SEOrE 106 (10.8) 26.3 72 (263 26.6 (18510 H.8) <000
Western Ontario and MeMaster e (WOMAC) osteoarthritis index (final scoras):
495 (137) 14 (280) 230 (15010 328) <001
17 (28) 64 (58) 47 (201065 <0001
04 (13 21 (26) 17 08t 25 <0001
74 (103 M (204 17.5 (1.0 24.0) <,001
854 (489) 130.3 (80.8) <0001
Profile of quality of life in the chranically il {POLE)*:
28 (D7) 25 (0.8) 0.3 (00510 0.83) 0.0
Peychalogical funetioning 27 (04) 25 (06) 0.22 {0,003 to 0.44) 0.045
32 (D7) a0 042 (<046 10 0.41) 057
28 (05) 27 (07 043 (=041 to 0.38) 0283
12 (0s) 32 (05) 0002 -0.25t00.24) 0.982

*Range of PALC items 0-4 (the higher the score, the better the quality of lfe).
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